
The Departed
Full Performance Script (Without Method)

Introduction – Clara Wren
(Bring out a small photograph and hold it so the audience can see.)
“This is Miss Clara Wren, a London medium from the late 1800s who held 
séances not to frighten or impress, but to bring comfort to the grieving.”
“She believed, as many did, in the Summerland — a gentle place where the 
departed were said to be safe, free from pain, and never truly gone.”

The Cards – What They Represent
(Bring out the cabinet cards.)
“Grieving relatives would bring Clara photographs of their loved ones — cabinet 
cards like these.”
“Each one represented someone missed. Someone remembered.”

Mixing the Cards
(Hand a pile of the cards to the participant.)
“Please mix these as much as you like.”
(You proceed to mix the remaining cards.)
(The cards are returned and gathered into one pile.)

The Silent Word
(Bring out the list of words.)
“Before a sitting, Clara would ask for something private.”
“Please look at this list and allow one word to stand out to you.”
“Don’t say it. Don’t point. Just think of it, and hold it quietly in your mind — and 
remember the number beside it.”
(Remove the list and set it aside.)

Selecting and Laying Out the Cards
(Select the twelve cards as per the method and lay them out in two rows of six.)
“Clara would then choose a small number of photographs and arrange them like 
this.”
“We will now try to establish a connection.”

Establishing the Connection – The Word Revelation
(Pause. Focus.)
(Look at the participant.)
“He’s telling me… you’re thinking of the word…”
→ Name the word.
(Pause. Let it register.)
“This was how Clara knew it was right to continue.”

The Journal Entry
(Bring out the journal. The twelve cards remain laid out in two rows of six.)



(Open the journal and begin reading slowly and clearly.)
‘The Séance Journal of Miss Clara Wren
14th November, 1890’
‘It has now been one month since a single cabinet card appeared as if from 
nowhere on the sideboard in the drawing room.’
‘I did not place it there.’
‘Mrs. Linton swears she did not.’
(Continue.)
‘Since its appearance, sitters — each unaware of the others — have spoken of a 
silent child seen during séances.’
‘Always the same young boy.’
‘One described seeing a small figure on the stairs, watching quietly from the 
dark.’
‘Another whispered of a presence in shadow as a candle flickered beside the 
table.’
(Let this breathe.)
‘The descriptions never varied.’
‘A boy of about nine, neatly dressed, still as stone, vanishing before a second 
glance.’
(The overlap is now unmistakable, but you do not acknowledge it.)
‘The cabinet card itself is faintly aged, but clean and clear.’
‘A young boy, head and shoulders, in a white shirt with an oversized collar.’
(Do not gesture to the cards.)
‘His expression is blank — not sorrowful, not smiling.’
(Pause.)
‘There is no photographer’s mark on the back of the card.’
‘Only a single word has been written there, in faded ink.’
‘A name.’
(Close the journal gently.)

Returning to the Thought
(Look back to the participant.)
“The word you thought of, what was the number beside it?.”

“Four.” (or whatever number is named)

The Count
(Begin counting slowly, touching each card in turn.)
“One…
Two…
Three…
Four.”
(Pause on the card. Let the moment hold.)

(Turn the card over.)
“William.”


