The Changeling

In the 1970s, audiences were haunted by the film The Changeling, starring
George C. Scott.

Most remember it as a ghost story.

Fewer know it was loosely inspired by a real case.

A young boy was murdered.

Quietly replaced.

His death concealed.

His name erased.

Years later, it was said his spirit reached out through the veil — not to terrify,
but to be recognised.

To guide one living person towards the truth of what had been done to him.
This effect is not a recreation of the film.

It is inspired by the case that gave rise to it.

Four Victorian photographs are introduced — four children from another time.
One of them is Joseph Carmichael.

The boy at the heart of this story.

Murdered by his own father.

Removed from history as though he had never existed.

A single participant is invited to take part, with their full consent.
They are given one small object:

a button that once belonged to Joseph.

A personal item.

A point of contact.

The four photographs are shown openly.

The participant is told that one of the boys is Joseph.

The images are then turned face down and mixed.

No one knows which photograph is which.

Including you.

Guided only by instinct — or perhaps by Joseph himself — the participant is
drawn to a single photograph.

One choice, made in silence.

Only they are shown the image.

No confirmation is given.

No reaction is requested.

Yet they will simply know the choice is correct.

Moments later, the selected photograph is placed on the table.

A duplicate photograph is then removed from a box —

an image never previously revealed.

For the confirmation of the other sitters, it matches the photograph the
participant was drawn to.

The participant is left with absolute certainty that they found Joseph —
without cues, without guidance, without influence.

A moment they can explain only in their own words.

They may tell the other sitters how they knew,



even though that explanation offers no insight into the method.

The boy is finally recognised.

The participant is not in on the effect.

An old principle of psychological magic is employed and given a new and
unsettling twist.

The routine is straightforward to perform, allowing you to focus entirely on
atmosphere, pacing, and presence.

What You Receive
Everything is included.

Four Victorian replica photographs

Featuring four boys from the same period

Authentic Victorian-style photographic backs

Each photo features a historically accurate replica of a Victorian
photographer’s studio design

Custom presentation box

Featuring the same studio design on the lid, tying the entire artefact
set together visually and thematically

A small aged cloth bag

Containing Joseph's button — subtly worn, tactile, and believable
Online tutorial access, including:

— Full method

— Performance handling

— Complete performance script (PDF)

Difficulty

Easy to learn

Easy to perform
No sleight of hand
No memory work
No complex setup

The method stays out of the way, so you can focus on what matters most:
atmosphere, pacing, and presence.



